
On September 12, 1894 the Baltimore American Newspaper printed the following: 

 

                                            Saw the Bombs Burst 

 

An old defender Mr. James Hooper did his share although a small boy, toward the defense of 

Fort McHenry and passed the day and night under the roar of its guns. He was a powder boy on 

the schooner “Comet”. 

 

Very few of the patriotic citizens who today aid in celebrating the 80
th

 anniversary of the Battle 

of North Point and the gallant defense of Fort McHenry know that an actual old defender is still 

living in Baltimore and takes a deep interest in the events of the memorial day. He was a very 

young defender at the time of the bombardment, but he did what he could to help repel the 

invader. He saw the rocket’s red glare and bombs bursting in air during that fateful period and 

with Francis Scott Key his heart thrilled when the dawning of the day still revealed the banner 

of freedom waving triumphantly over Fort McHenry. 

 

This is Mr. James Hooper who is now ninety years of age, who resides at 1211 West Lexington 

St. and who is still actively engaged in business at Lombard and Gay Sts. Mr. Hooper was only 

10 years of age when the British fleet assailed Baltimore harbor, yet at that tender age was 

regularly enlisted in the American Navy and was a powder boy on the schooner “Comet” which 

had won fame as a privateer, had retreated up the Chesapeake before the overwhelming British 

force, and during the battle lay close under the guns of Fort McHenry, and from there pounded 

away with her own pieces to help defend the flag and the city. Mr. Hooper late in life sent out 

the first steamship to go from this city to Europe. 

 

Mr. Hooper was born July 5, 1804 in the neighborhood of Broadway and Bank St. His father 

James Hooper was an officer on the U.S. schooner “Comet” commanded by Captain Boyle and 

when the lad wished also to enter the service he obtained his mother’s permission to go with 

the father. At the present day despite great age, he is erect and active and still engages in 

business pursuits. Sitting in a cozy room of his home recently Mr. Hooper briefly sketched the 

important events of his life. 

 

During the War of 1812 he said, my father after whom I was named was an officer of the 

United States schooner” Comet”, Captain Boyle commander. I was a powder boy and I signed 

regular article as such the same as others do in the Navy. It suited better in those early days to 

have a boy carry powder to the guns than to employ men for that work for the cannon only 

required for a charge of from one to two pounds of powder. The “Comet” had been guarding 

the Chesapeake Bay as a sort of picket boat or lookout for British ships. We came up from 

Annapolis ahead of the British fleet. On arriving at Baltimore we ran under the walls of Fort 

McHenry. Ships had been sunk from the Lazarretto to Fort McHenry just leaving room for a 

ship to pass in for the purpose of preventing the British ships coming close to the Fort. I 

remember that I used to act as coxwain in charge of the small boat, for young as I was I was 

perfectly at home in a boat. My memory of the events is pretty clear in regard to some things 

during the Battle of North Point while it is not clear as to others because 80 long years have 

gone by since then and that is a goodly length of time to remember matters of minor detail. 

 

After so many years I remember rather in a general way than in a more definite way. I have a 

general recollection of when Webster, an officer of the United States Navy in charge of the 



battery on the Patapsco side drove the British off and killed a number of them. The troops 

landed at North Point and came up that side of the Patapsco. I remember the bombs bursting in 

the air during the bombardment, and of course I saw the Star Spangled Banner floating over the 

Fort as it did all the time. I went to North Point after the battle. My mother and her children had 

gone to the other side of North Point, and on my way home I passed the battlefield and I 

remember the wells were filled with dead British soldiers while others had been buried so 

hastily that parts of their bodies were exposed. 

 

As well as I can remember, the ships which bombarded the Fort lay about two miles off this 

side of Hawkins Point. The “Comet” had about ten small guns about the size of the old cannon 

now at Patterson Park. This schooner had won quite a reputation as a privateer before she 

guarded the Chesapeake, her Captain having privateered on the coast of Ireland and England. 

             

Mr. Hooper is very proud of his later achievements in the business world and of his prominent 

connection with the early shipping interests of Baltimore. He said in this connection “I claim 

the undisputed honor of having sent the first steamship from Baltimore to Europe. This 

steamship was the “Tennessee”, of 1200 tons. She was built by John A. Robb in this city. The 

“Tennessee” had been making three trips a month to Charlston and Savannah when I sold her to 

a English Company. She carried troops during the Crimean War in 1855 from England to 

Crimea. I was superintendent of the company that ran her to Charleston and Savannah and I 

was her principal owner. I owned ships of from 45 to 1700 tons. At that time 1700 tons was 

considered an immense ship. Such a ship was the clipper ship “Pride of the Sea” one of that 

style of ships which made Baltimore’s name famous. The “Pride of the Sea” was lost off the 

British coast in1858. I built the steamship “Palmetto”. 

 

Before that one I did the “Tennessee”. The “Palmetto” was one of the first screw steamers ever 

built. Her machinery did not work satisfactorily. The “Tennessee” was a splendid side wheeler, 

schooner rigged. Among my clipper ships were the “Pride of the Sea”, the “Ann E. Hooper”, 

named after my wife, the “William Penn”, the “General Berry” and the brig “Union”. 

 

James Hooper’s daughter Averilla was married to Edward James Codd. 

 Their son William Copeland wed Irma Mohler. 

Son James wed Mary Duke. 

 Son James wed Anne.  

 Issue Anne, Mary, Martha, James, Amy. 

 

A cause of the War of 1812 between Great Briton and the United States was the practice of          

“impression” of American citizens by British Officers into service in their Navy. The British had 

captured the French Frigate “Guerriere” earlier and manned it with sailors impressed from 

American ships. The USS “Constitution” (Old Iron Sides) did battle and defeated her.  Among 

the prisoners taken was Anthony Griffin (Griffith) a yeoman/landsman on August 19, 1812. He 

was debarked in Boston on August 30, 1824. Anthony wed Anne Fields (born 1796) from St. 

Mary’s county at the Baltimore Catholic cathedral August 22/23 1814 . Her portrait is in 

possession of the Sterrn family. E. J. Codd was born October 4, 1824. He was the seventh child 

of Anthony and Anne Griffith later adopted by the Codd family. 


